
Faculty Peer Reviewer Tool 
 

Pre-Observation Meeting  
 Meet in person and allow at least 45 minutes for the first meeting. 

 Review course syllabus, semester activity outline, class demographics, and any other 
information to help peer reviewer understand the type of class and any special 
challenges associated with it. This is particularly important for out of discipline peer 
reviewer. 

 Probationary faculty should also provide reviewer with the class session objectives 
and information about how the session links to preceding and future sessions, along 
with planned teaching strategies to be used 

Classroom Observation: Psy 175 Counseling Skills 
1- Not Observed   2-Needs More Emphasis   3-Accomplished Very Well 

Categories Rating Comments: 

Defines objectives for the class 
presentation 

  3 Began class with an 
overview of topic, “Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy” with a 
great story from his own 
training on how he learned 
from a “master” to treat all 
clients with dignity and 
respect, and focus on their 
perceptions and realities. 

Effectively organizes learning situations to 
meet the class objectives 

  3 Provided a great framework 
for students: Steps (from 
client’s perspective) and 
Questions/Actions 

Uses instructional methods encouraging 
student participation in the learning 

  3 Students were actively 
engaged  

Includes technology where appropriate 
 

  3 PowerPoint with this ITV 
class 

Uses class time effectively 
 

  3 Excellent 

Demonstrates enthusiasm for the subject 
matter. 

  3 A real strength is Sal’s 
wisdom from experience 

Communicates clearly and effectively to 
the level of the students. 

  3 Very engaging style, has a 
great rapport with students 

Explains important ideas simply and 
clearly 

  3 Describes in detail this 
foundational therapeutic 
approach 

Demonstrates command of subject matter 
 

  3 Shares expertise and 
personal insights 

Responds appropriately to student 
questions and comments 

  3 Very encouraging and 
supportive in answering 
students’ questions 

Encourages critical thinking and analysis   3 Applied CBT to a case 



 study, to further demonstrate 
to students how it works 

Comments:  I always enjoy observing your class, Sal, as I find myself taking notes on 

the information you share!  This time it was on Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, a 
foundational cornerstone for your counseling students. You offered a terrific 
overview and definition, and followed it with a terrific discussion of the Steps in the 
Process (from the client’s perspective), along with the Questions/Actions from the 
perspective of the counselor. It was a wonderful way to get your students engaged 
and really “wearing the hat” of a counselor, which is what they dream of and why 
they’re in your class. I jotted down a wonderful summation that you offered your 
students: “Client is taught to recognize, monitor and record negative thoughts on a 

daily basis (journal)…Awareness brings choices.”  Great stories and brilliant 
insights! 



Post-Observation Meeting 
 

Instructor Name: _Sal Buffo___ Observer Name: __Karly Way______ 

 

Course/Section: PSY 175 Counseling Skills___    Date Observed: _9/19/2012_ 

 
General Classroom Observations: 
 
 

Great work in including “both sides of the mountain” in this ITV class.  
 
 
 
 
 
What are the instructor’s strengths? 
 
 

Truly, there's nothing like the wisdom of someone who's "been there," and Sal definitely shares 
this gift with his students in such an engaging way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What areas might be improved upon? 
 
 
 

Nothing! It was a terrific class, I gained new insights as well  

 
 
Peer Reviewer: I have discussed my observations with this instructor:  
 

_Karly Way___________     ___9/22/2012____ 

Signature        Date 
 
Probationary Faculty:  I have reviewed this evaluation. Any comments I have regarding the 
observer’s ratings and observations are listed on the back of this report 
____________________________________   _________________ 
Signature        Date 


